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While praying with this Gospel for today, I was struck by the same thing as those in the 

synagogue: “What is there about his word?” This question became my own. I found myself asking: 

What is it about Jesus Christ that draws me in? Why do I, two thousand years after He left this earth, 

still read His word, pray to Him, follow Him, try to understand Him?  

As we know from reading throughout the Gospel, we know Jesus’ words have a profound 

impact on those to whom he ministered: He forgave sins, He healed people, He called followers, He 

denounced evil, He called out hypocrisy. Jesus speaks with an authority that none other ever has. His 

words had a clear impact on all who heard them and it was impossible to be on the fence about them. 

They would either inspire great change and bring people to follow Him with great joy, or, in contrast, 

some would respond with anger, jealousy, hatred, or sadness. No one who would be considered 

reasonable has made the same claims, no one has lived with the same level of authenticity.  

And this draws us to Him even today. In our Gospel this morning, it was the authority that 

Jesus spoke with when casting out a demon that drew the people to wonder about Jesus. For us, it can 

be any number of things: the Gospels, the peace we have received from Christ, the testimony of the 

Church, the miracles that take place today in Jesus’ name.  

Jesus’ words have great power and authority. Jesus spoke and it would cast out demons, He 

could calm storms on the sea, could silence his enemies. He speaks a Word that has the power to 

change life itself, that can inspire a person to go from sinner to saint, to live radically for God, to come 

to repentance.  
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Now, we often hear about how God is silent. If God exists where is He? Why doesn’t God care 

about me and my problems? Can this Jesus be true when it seems like this is all the thing of the past?  

The problem is not that God does not speak anymore. On the contrary, I believe that God is 

still speaking today. The great saints of the church who have been nourished by their relationship with 

God testify to this. Instead, I think that it is our world, we, who often struggle to listen. Often enough 

we are selective listeners who are consumed with ourselves and what we have to say, what celebrities 

have to say, what culture has to say, that we have missed out on what God is saying. I know from my 

own personal experience how often I fail to listen to God by spending more time watching the news, 

scrolling through social media, and watching sports and TV, than I do in prayer. Of course, these 

things are not bad when used in the right proportion, but they can become idols when they pull away 

from God.  

And yet, I wonder, what if we spent more time in silence, listening for the whisper of the Lord. 

I think our perceptions of where the Lord is working would become clear; we would see His greatness 

all around us, hear His Word in all things. And once we start hearing Jesus’ words, like the people in 

the Gospel, we can ask “what is there about his word?” as it changes our lives.  

 

 


